aunt JANE: 'Poor boy, what a pity his tower won't stand up. How can
he know it will? I do not for the life of me see. Dear me! How he will be
disappointed/
Aunt Nell said nothing, just waited over to the window with her hands
behind her back as usual, and looked up at the hilltop. She may have seen
the tower there among the trees, the wheel spinning; who knows? All she
said was, Til telegraph Frank.'
To all present this seemed like temporizing with the devil. But there
was nothing to do but wait for an answer. The telegram—'cramer says
WINDMILL TOWER SURE TO FALL. ARE YOU SURE IT WILL STAND?' Signed
AUNT nell—reached the young architect, by now on his own in Chicago.
Came back the answer: 'build IT.'
Consternation! Into peaceful family relations carne war. Aunt Nell's
work was cut out for her. It was clear to them all; she was going to build
that foolish tower!
That boy will be the ruination of his aunts.' That conviction settled
firmly around there and became a slogan. Cramer came down to argue
and expostulate.
But with her back to the wall Aunt Nell said, 'Does the boy want to
build anything that will fall down any more than we do? He has even
more at stake. He says, '''Build it" Maybe he knows better than all of us?
He would not be so confident unless he had his feet on something in this
design,'
Said Aunt Jane, 'He is never willing to explain fully, but somehow I do
believe he knows what he is about, after all.'
'Cramer,' said Aunt Nell, as she turned around to face the practical
builder, 'how much will it cost to build this tower just as Frank planned
it?'
'Nine hundred and fifty dollars/ he said.
'How much would a steel mill cost?'
'Two hundred seventy-five dollars,' he said.
'Only six hundred seventy-five dollars for all that difference,' was her
unexpected reaction. (This was in the country about 1896.) 'Of course we
are going to build it.'
The anxious committee ruefully disbanded.
dear aunts nell and jane:
Of course you had a hard time with Romeo and Juliet. But you know
how troublesome they were centuries ago. The principle they represent
still causes mischief in the world because it is so vital. Each is indispensable
to the other . . . neither could stand without the other. Romeo, as you will
see, will do all the work and Juliet cuddle alongside to support and exalt
him. Romeo takes the side of the blast and Juliet will entertain the school
children. Let's let it go at that. No symbol should be taken too far. As for
the principle involved, it is a principle but I've never seen it in this form.
No. But I've never seen anything to go against it, either.
Yes, I could explain the way the storm-strains on the harmonious pair
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